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much of his life to serving his community, 
holding a number of leadership roles over the 
years. Just to name a few, he has served as 
Paradise’s Emergency Management Coordi-
nator, Roadmaster, and Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, all the while volun-
teering at a fire company in the community. 
He gives his phone number to anyone within 
Paradise who may need it, making sure that 
every resident of the township is looked after. 
Dennis represents the best of our country: 
people who are willing to give so much to their 
communities so that they can be better places 
to live, work, and raise a family. 

I extend my sincere thanks to Dennis for his 
service and wish him an enjoyable retirement. 
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IN HONOR OF JEFF AZZOPARDI 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor South San Francisco Police Chief Jeff 
Azzopardi on the occasion of his retirement. 
After almost 30 years of service with the de-
partment, Chief Azzopardi has decided that it 
is time for a new chapter in his life that will 
allow him to spend more time with his family. 
That desire particularly resonates with me this 
year because I announced my own retirement 
from a job I love to spend more time with my 
family. 

I had the great honor to work with Chief 
Azzopardi since he was appointed in 2014. 
One of the more memorable occasions was a 
press conference in 2017 in which we an-
nounced the first-ever conviction for human 
trafficking in San Mateo County. That success 
reflected the outstanding collaboration of law 
enforcement, elected officials, and nonprofit 
organizations on the local, state, and federal 
level. Chief Azzopardi played an essential role 
in that collaboration. 

Jeff Azzopardi was hired as a police recruit 
for the South San Francisco Police Depart-
ment and sworn in as an officer in 1993. From 
there he rose through the ranks of K–9 officer, 
S.W.A.T. officer, school community liaison offi-
cer, police corporal, criminal investigations bu-
reau officer, police sergeant, community rela-
tions sergeant, police lieutenant, criminal in-
vestigations bureau commander, and police 
captain. After the retirement of former Chief 
Mike Massoni in 2014, the department con-
ducted a nationwide search and selected Jeff 
Azzopardi as its new chief in September of 
that year. No matter the role, Jeff is dedicated 
to the safety and well-being of our community. 
He leads by example and always strives for 
excellence. 

During his time with the department, he suc-
cessfully completed the Inner Perspectives 
Leadership Program, LAPD Leadership Pro-
gram, and POST Executive Development 
course. He holds a number of certifications 
from the California Commission on Peace Offi-
cer Standards and Training. He also is the 
former president of the San Mateo County 
Commanders Group, the president of the San 
Mateo County Police Chief’s and Sheriffs As-
sociation, and the Chief of the North Central 
Regional S.W.A.T. Team and Commissioner 
for the South San Francisco Commission on 
Racial and Social Equity. Chief Azzopardi un-

derstands the importance of community rela-
tions and has been a leader on several com-
munity oriented policing projects. He tirelessly 
emphasized the importance of building bridges 
between his department and our community. 

His outstanding service did not go unno-
ticed. He received numerous awards and hon-
ors, including a certificate of commendation 
from the police department for his work as a 
sexual assault investigator, a certificate of 
commendation from the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors, a lifetime achievement 
award from the South San Francisco Chamber 
of Commerce, the Carl Valero Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Pacifica American 
Little League, and Police Officer of the Year 
from the San Mateo County Trial Lawyers As-
sociation. 

Born in San Francisco, Jeff attended Terra 
Nova High School in Pacifica and then re-
ceived his Bachelor’s Degree in Public Admin-
istration from Chico State University and his 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration from 
Notre Dame de Namur University. 

As South San Francisco’s Top Cop is leav-
ing his post, he is looking forward to spending 
more time with his wife of 21 years, Nikole, 
and their sons Nat and Drew. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to rise with me to 
thank Chief Azzopardi for keeping South San 
Francisco one of the safest and most innova-
tive cities in the Bay Area. His exemplary 
leadership has earned him the respect and 
adoration of his colleagues and South City 
residents. His contributions over the last three 
decades will outlast his service. 
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Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the outstanding service of Dr. 
James L. Lee of Conway, South Carolina. 

In June of 1922, Dr. Lee was appointed to 
a small country church of only a few people. 
Under his strong leadership, Catoe Chapel 
Church of God in Christ has grown to be one 
of the largest churches in Kershaw County, 
with over two hundred active members. 
Throughout the community, Dr. Lee is known 
as a dynamic preacher and prolific teacher of 
God’s word, and he lives exactly by what he 
preaches. 

Although he lived in Conway, Dr. Lee abid-
ed by his faith and took the helm of leading 
this small ministry, believing God would use 
him to take the church to insurmountable 
heights. God did exactly that and more. Dr. 
Lee even inspired church members to build a 
beautiful new edifice, seated off Highway 341. 

Dr. Lee’s guidance and wisdom has aided 
and encouraged countless families through dif-
ficult times. He has helped families find hous-
ing assistance, student scholarships, and nu-
merous community enrichment and outreach 
programs. Despite dealing with his own health 
challenges, Dr. Lee has remained committed 
to his ministry and the church. His life as a 
servant of the Lord is so deeply evident in 
how he cares for those around him. 

On behalf of the 5th District of South Caro-
lina, I thank Dr. James L. Lee for his thirty 

years of faithful service. He is a true example 
of a servant leader and has been a tremen-
dous resource to our community. May God 
continue to bless Dr. Lee and his family. 
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COMMEMORATING DR. TERRY 
SINCLAIR 

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of Dr. Terry Sinclair of Win-
chester, one of the most respected physicians 
in Virginia’s 10th Congressional District. Dr. 
Sinclair passed away on November 26th. 

Dr. Sinclair is survived by his loving wife of 
55 years, Diane, two daughters, one son, and 
eight grandchildren. Diane tells us, ‘‘he loved 
his family passionately, we laughed, we had 
fabulous experiences. We were blessed.’’ In 
any setting, whether as a physician, adminis-
trator, musician, or community leader, he was 
known for his compassionate and caring na-
ture. 

As a graduate of Johns Hopkins University 
and the University of Michigan Medical 
School, he then completed his surgical resi-
dency at the University of Missouri. He then 
went on to serve his country for two years with 
the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War. 

Moving to Winchester in 1974, he first prac-
ticed vascular and general surgery. However, 
his service in the Navy during Vietnam pro-
vided him with a significant amount of experi-
ence in trauma-related surgery, and he began 
to develop an expertise in the field. During 
that same time period, he joined the staff at 
Winchester Medical Center and eventually be-
came vice president of medical affairs for the 
hospital’s corporate parent, Valley Health. By 
1976, he was at the forefront of bringing 
Emergency Medical Services to the area, 
serving as President of the Lord Fairfax EMS 
Council for twenty years, and as a member of 
the governor’s EMS Advisory Board and Vir-
ginia Federation of EMS Councils. 

Since the 1970s saw the creation and de-
velopment of some of the original free health 
clinics, it meant that those who were unem-
ployed, uninsured, or couldn’t afford medical 
help could receive treatment. On October 
23rd, 1986, Dr. Sinclair spearheaded the 
opening of the Free Medical Clinic, now 
known as the Sinclair Health Clinic. Today, the 
Sinclair Health Clinic is the second-oldest free 
medical clinic in Virginia. 

The current director of the clinic notes that, 
‘‘His legacy is woven into the memories of ev-
eryone he’s touched in the clinic—all of the 
people who work here, the volunteers that 
make things happen and the thousands of pa-
tients who have passed through our doors.’’ 

As his loving wife Diane said to him gently 
in his final moments, ‘‘it was OK to go. Well 
done now, good, and faithful servant. You can 
rest.’’ 

Dr. Sinclair will be missed by the many lives 
he touched. 
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